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weeks afterwards, when some combustibles were found
concealed in another large building of the same establish-
ment __the Hemp-house. Happily, notwithstanding the

vast stores of hemp, these last combustibles had failed in
their effect, but their appearance made it plain that in all
probability, not accident, but design, had caused the first
calamity. Suspicion fell upon a moody, sullen artisan,
whose name had not been known, but who, from his
calling, had borne the surname of John the Painter.
This fellow, it was now remembered, had been seen on
the day of the fire loitering about the Rope-house and
the Hemp-house, and by some chance, on the preceding
night, had been locked into the former. A reward was
offered for his apprehension, but all trace of him was
gone, and on searching through Portsmouth and its
neighbourhood no such person could be found. In the
mean time other incendiary attempts were made in
various places. At Plymouth the design was wholly
frustrated, and the perpetrator nearly seized. At Bristol,
also, the villain failed in an attempt to set fire to some
vessels, and found so strict a watch kept on them after-
wards, that he was obliged to change his plan of opera-
tions. He succeeded in setting fire to some warehouses
which stood upon the quay, close upon a crowded mass of
shipping; and six or seven of these houses were con-
sumed while the shipping narrowly escaped. In another
house of the same city fresh combustibles were found, and
there was general panic, but great variety of surmises.
The one party ascribed these things to American and
Republican principles in the other; while in the party thus
impugned the more violent men declared themselves
fully convinced that these were malicious acts or inven-
tions of the Tories, merely for the purpose of calumniat-
ing and blackening their adversaries. *

Happily these days of doubt and terror did not long
endure. In the beginning of February, a countryman
being apprehended at Odiham on a charge of burglary,
was identified as John the Painter, and sent up to London

* Ann. Eegist. 1777, p. 30. See also in Bnrke's Correspondence
(vol. ii. p. 136.), the letter to him from. Sir Abraham Elton, of
Bristol